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chatham rejects  
planned coal ash dump
by Judy Hogan

On Thursday evening, April 16, our newly elected commissioner Diana 
Hales spoke as an individual at the hearing on three permits the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources [DENR] held in our historic 
courthouse about a planned coal ash dump in Moncure.

“Our Legislature made a law to allow Duke Energy to move ash into so-
called ‘structural fill’ pits and compress it against a 20-year HDPE plastic 
liner to form twin 50-ft tall mounds in Moncure. This Frankenstein-monster 
permit strips local government authority, endangers public health, dimin-
ishes economic prospects, and offers a temporary Band-aide, not a solution.

“‘Structural Fill’ is a lie. This is a solid waste landfill, but without the 
normal protections: No local government approval is required… No envi-
ronmental impact study is required… Setbacks from private residences and 
water wells have been reduced from 500 feet to 300 feet… and from property 
boundaries have been reduced from 300 feet to 50 feet.”

Ms. Hales was one of over 40 speakers, all of whom spoke against the 
present plan for Duke Energy, using the coal ash management firm Charah, 
to ship by rail and truck 12 million tons of coal ash from Charlotte and Wilm-
ington to an old clay pit in the Brickhaven community near Moncure. Ten 
miles away, on Colon Road in Lee County, another eight million tons would 
be stored. Normally each DENR permit requires its own public hearing. 
This time three DENR permits were given in one hearing. Sanford held its 
hearing April 13, and no one who spoke there supported such a toxic dump.

Speakers in Chatham emphasized that the whole process has been rushed, 
that this is a landfill, which normally takes years to be approved. Mary Ann 
Perkins who lives in Brickhaven, argued that there are already too many 

Birds herald springtime on the Haw
By Joe Jacob

For the canoer or kayaker, rivers become alive in 
April and May each year. To quote Laura Gilpin, 
“A river seems a magic thing. A magic, moving, 
living part of the very earth itself.” Perhaps there 
is no better time to see that magic then when plants 
start to grow and animal activity returns to the Haw 
River. I suppose, for me, the first sign that spring is 
back is the presence of cormorants, a bird that you 
would expect to find along the coast. In April these 
large black birds tend to roost together at sunset 
in tall trees up and down the Haw River. One tree 
might contain over 50 cormorants spending the night 
together. In a way, it seems odd to me that these birds 
that are so comfortable on and under the water would 
choose to spend the evening high up in a tree, but 
that is the way they avoid predators.

The next bird to appear is the belted kingfisher, 
a small bird that reminds me of Woody Woodpecker. 
It’s head is very large when compared to the rest of 
its body. You first notice its chatter as it swiftly flies 
close to the water surface along the river banks. It is 
one of the few bird species where the female is at least 
as colorful as the male. Their nests are holes in mud 
banks just above the river. For the life of me I cannot 
understand how they survive predation by snakes 
which can easily get into their nests or the many high 
water events we have in the spring. Survive they do, 
and I cannot help but smile every time I hear them 
chattering away. Its like they want everyone in their 
neighborhood to listen in on their gossip.

One of my favorite birds that returns to our area 
in the spring is the osprey. It is sometimes called fish 
hawk or sea eagle and does resemble bald eagles a 
little except for its all-white underside. It is another 
bird you would expect to find along our coast, but we 
are lucky to have them here throughout the summer 
and into late fall. They are easy to identify with their 
six foot wing span as they circle above the water and 
then plunge toward the water to catch a fish. It is so 
funny to watch young osprey learning to fish. Like 
their parents, they will plunge from high above, but 
at the last minute pull up. You can almost hear them 
scream to their parents, “I can’t do it. I just can’t do 
it”. Eventually, they do catch that first fish. If you 
listen closely, you can hear the parents sigh, “finally”.

Not many people know that the greatest concen-
tration of bald eagles in the eastern United States can 
be found along and near Jordan Lake in April, May 
and June. Most fly south for the winter, but more 
and more remain to nest each year. We see them on 
the Haw River “picking off” sea gulls in late winter 
before the gulls fly off in the spring to their coastal 
habitat. Whenever you see a large flock of floating 
gulls on the Haw River behind the dams at Bynum 
and Saxapahaw that suddenly take off in mass, just 
look upriver and you may see a bald eagle with its 
sights set on dinner. The slowest gull doesn’t have 
a chance. With a seven and a half foot wing span, it 
doesn’t take long for an eagle to catch up to a gull. 

Birds continued, page 9

on the way to the future — next stop: Mexico
by Luis Melodelgado

Jon Spoon’s CCCC Pittsboro campus office feels small; just a 
couple of steps will put you at its center. Once there, however, 
his demeanor will release you from the feeling of confinement 
making you see the full potential of a new Chatham County — 
the heart of his life and work. Since October, 2014, Jon has been 
the coordinator of the CCCC Small Business Program. And 
as part of his mission he wants to empower our community, 
from the bottom up. He believes all of us can make a differ-
ence, and if you have spare time he wants to hear your ideas.

The words roll out of his mouth with a cadence similar to 
that of our southern piedmont’s knolls and gentle slopes. It 
is a treat to listen to him describe growing up in the woods, 
and moving on with life, and the type of things he would like 

to accomplish on his post, and why. 
Jon graduated from Norwood High School, did his under-

grad school in Asheville, and got his law degree from NC Cen-
tral. After NCCU, he moved to Washington DC to work for a 
software company. In DC Jon discovered two important things: 
first, that he wanted to use his professional career to help the 
community; and second, as far as changing the world, in his 
words: “what could be better than to start in the community I 
know best?” In the move back south his universe might have 
shrunk, but his life grew immensely; after all, his mother ś 
family has been for hundreds of years in this area.

“I think that one of the best aspects of having gone through 
schools here (NHS) was that it was 20 percent African Ameri-
can, 20-25 percent Hispanic, and probably the remainder 
white. So you learned how to live and coexist,” recounts Jon, 

“that fostered a level of cultural understanding that I think is 
essential to moving forward and making progress and making 
Chatham County more cohesive”.

Jon marvels at how our youth are growing up today with 
a “very interesting profile.”

For instance, many of our county ś children and not 
only those from a Latino descent are becoming bilingual 
and multicultural. A keen observer; Jon understands that 
even though our public schools are educating our children 
as homogeneously as possible, the similarities stop at the 
intellectual level.

“I was here through the process of most of the migration, 
and the growth of Siler City, and the subsequent industries 

Belted Kingfisher

Jon Spoon, CCCC
Photo by Luciérnaga
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Green Home Tour continues
Green Home Builders of the Triangle (GHBT) 
2015 Green Home Tour continues May 9– 
10, noon – 5 p.m., at new and remodeled 
green certified homes throughout the area. 
In its tenth year of inviting the public to view 
green building practices and materials, this 
free self-guided GHBT event showcases a vari-
ety of excellent examples of certified green 
home construction. Each home in the tour is 
inspected and third-party verified, making 
sure each home meets the minimum certifica-
tion requirements established by the National 
Green Building Standard (NGBS). Green Home 
Builders of the Triangle is a joint council of 
the Home Builders Associations (HBAs) of 
Durham, Orange and Chatham Counties and 
of Raleigh-Wake County.

With today’s home buyers looking for 
healthy, efficient, cost-effective homes, green 

builders are poised to fulfill these consumer 
needs. The Tour showcases a diverse collection 
of certified green new and remodeled homes 
in this annual open house, with a building 
professional on-site at each home to answer 
questions and present the home’s green fea-
tures. The tour homes may be in various stages 
of construction or owner-occupied. This is a 
unique opportunity to see first-hand some of 
the innovative green building practices at 
work in our area.

According to Jeff Wiblitzhouser, 2015 GHBT 
Chair, the following defines high-performance 
green certification: Efficient and environmen-
tally low-impact site and lot design and devel-
opment; efficient energy and water usage and 
performance; clean and healthy indoor air and 
environment; durable low-maintenance prod-
ucts and superior construction techniques; 
building material efficiency and recycling/
reuse; homeowner training and education 
about the home’s performance features and 
maintenance; and independent third-party 
testing and verification confirming adherence 
to the rigorous standards of NGBS. The ben-
efits of these homes include superior return 
on investment, increased home comfort and 
healthiness, a limited impact on the environ-
ment, and the conservation of valuable and 
increasingly scarce resources.

The Triangle has long been recognized as 
a leader in building innovative, high-perfor-
mance, green homes. According to the Home 

Innovation Research Labs’ National Green 
Building Standard Certification Program, 
nearly 22 percent of all green certified proj-
ects in the country are NGBS Green certified 
in North Carolina.

Green Home Tour guidebooks are available 
at all area Harris Teeter stores, HBA offices, 
and area REALTOR® Association offices. 
For more information about the Tour, go to 
www.GreenHomeBuildersoftheTriangle.com 
or call 919.493.8899.

Poverty Awareness  
in Chatham County
Circles Chatham presents a POVERTY 
AWARENESS DAY that includes two free work-
shops and lunch on Thursday, May 28, 8:30 
a.m.–1:30 p.m. at Pittsboro United Methodist 
Church, 71 West St., Pittsboro.

The two workshops provide the founda-
tional training and experience of poverty reali-
ties as well as reveal opportunities to make a 
difference in our community.

“Previous Poverty Awareness Day par-
ticipants say that these workshops influence 
a change in their own lives as they actively 
experience a moment of poverty,” said new 
Executive Director Karen Franke.

Educator Joelle Brummitt-Yale interac-
tively discusses the scope of poverty and its 
challenges in Chatham County in the first work-
shop (8:30–10:15a.m.). Low-income families, 

social service 
a g e n c i e s , 
non-profits, 
e m p l o y e r s 
and volun-
teer individu-
als can work 
together to 
help people 
t r a n s i -
tion out of 
poverty.

A power-
ful poverty simulation, COPE (Cost of Poverty 
Experience), is the second workshop (10:30 
a.m.–1 p.m.) that delivers personal experi-
ence through role modeling. How difficult is 
it – living as a survivor from crisis to crisis 
…. and as a family?

A free lunch will be provided immediately 
following the simulation.

According to the U.S. Census over 15 per-
cent of the Chatham County population (or 
about 1 in every 6 people) live below the poverty 
line. Many more live just above the line and 
are constantly at risk.

Circles Chatham connects people who 
are struggling financially with the relation-
ships, resources and opportunities they need to 
become self-sufficient through empowerment.

For more details and to register for Poverty 
Awareness Day visit www.chircleschatham.org. 

➤ ➤ ➤ briefs

Chapel 
hill 
Christian 
ChurCh

(Disciples of Christ)

Whether you’ve  
NEVER been, USED to go,  

or SEEK a church 
We Want YOu!

Worship begins 10:30 a.m.  
108 Bim Street, Carrboro

www.ChapelHillChristianChurch.org
919.929.2558

ESTAbLISHED IN 1999
po Box 1357, carrboro, nc 27510
phone: 919.740.5231
editor@chathamcountyline.org

chatham county Line is a community 
newspaper serving all of chatham county as well 
as the southern part of orange. our mission is 
to inform our community by providing a forum 
“where all voices are heard.” We seek all views 
and ideas about our community, and we report on 
important matters — including our cultural life — 
comprehensively and in-depth. our commitment 
is to create the best-written, best-edited and most 
stylish community newspaper anywhere. chatham 
county Line is published ten times a year.
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Hart Palmer Design, hpalmer@mebtel.net
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Social Media editor: Chris Bouton

chatham county Line is wholly owned by  
avanti Media consultants, LLc.

© 2015 Chatham County Line

 C H A T H A M

County Line
“where all voices are heard ”

www.chathamcountyline.org

➤ ➤ ➤ dispatch

OneChatham, Circles 
Chatham merge
OneChatham, Inc. and Circles Chatham 
announce the merging of both organiza-
tions to create a more effective organization 
to enhance community mission achievements.

OneChatham, inC.
OneChatham, Inc. is an incorporated non-
profit organization with a mission to facilitate 

collaboration among existing organizations 
and programs across the county.

CirCles Chatham
Circles Chatham works with low-income fam-
ilies and builds collaborative partnerships 
with community organizations to reduce pov-
erty barriers for financial self-sustainability.

Both organizations have built valuable 
brand recognitions and both names will con-
tinue to be used.

new DireCtOr  
anD new bOarD members
OneChatham, Inc. announces Karen Franke 
as its new Executive Director. The organiza-
tion also welcomes the addition of three newly 
appointed board members: Karen Wolfe, Dan 
Stroupe, and Carl Thompson, Jr.

Franke will build both OneChatham and 
Circles Chatham relationships throughout 
the Chatham County community. 

“Chatham County has a strong commu-
nity,” said Franke, “yet there are consider-
able poverty concerns. We desire to extend 
empowerment to families in poverty who set 
goals for financial self-sustainment. I look 
forward to joining the journey to accomplish 
these goals.”

Franke brings volunteer and fundraising 
expertise from the healthcare setting at UNC 
Healthcare.

W

AK
E UP WEDNESDAYSLooKiNg for  
NEW BUSiNESS or  

CommUNitY CoNNECtioNS? 
Come network with a variety of local 

businesses and organizations.  
Wake-up Wednesday meets every  

3rd Wednesday of the month  
from 8 am–9:30 am at the  

Carolina Brewery, Pittsboro. 
Admission: $5; includes breakfast!

Call (919) 542-1808 for  
more information.

1434 Farrington Road, Apex 
919-387-9440

www.jordanlakesa.com

Many schools have become places with 
no time or space for those who march 

to the beat of their own drum…
We like the music better over here.

212 West Main Street n Carrboro 
(919) 942-4048 

n Featuring a large selection of 
traditional and contemporary crafts from 

across the state. Pottery, blown glass, 
wood turnings, jewelry and more. n 

Hours: Mon–Sat 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Sundays 1 to 4 p.m. 
www.nccraftsgallery.com

CLIFF’s  
MEAT MARKET

100 W Main St, Carrboro
919-942-2196 • Mon–Sat 9 am–6 pm

when you’re  
ready to talk 

FREsh 
poultry, lamb, 

turkey, pork, beef 
seafood & sausages 
TALK To CLIFF

(919) 200-2176 
102 Hillsboro St., Pittsboro

www.reclamationhomefurnishings.com

for your sustainable life
Cool, very reasonably priced, gently 

used & redesigned furniture, antiques, 
curiosities, and home accessories.  

3 MINI SHOPS INSIDE: Hourglass Collectibles, 
Lyla’s, and My Vintage Cottage!

10TH ANNUAL

My Ever-Winding Road

by Patty Cole

In tenth grade I was out of double A bras and 
in love with boys. A chronic daydreamer, I 
didn’t have time for school, so I checked out 
whenever it was time for class to start. I dove 
into the world of my imagination, a world that 
never disagreed with me.

I often dreamed about what I wanted to be 

when I got old enough to leave town. Raven-
swood, a place I called Deadwood, just wasn’t 
big enough to hold my future. However, I fig-
ured being the high school’s Miss Red Devil 
wouldn’t pay the bills. Besides I was too sub-
terranean to be Miss Red Devil.

After watching the umpteenth episode of 
Jacques Cousteau, I decided marine biology 
was the life for me. Glamour to me was not a 
trip down the red carpet in a sequined gown, 
but rather spending my days deep-sea diving 

with Jacques; besides Old Man Sea called my 
name from the shower spigot every morning.

I’d never be glued to a desk like my girl-
friends in high school typing class. I’d never 
sit bent over steno pads with squiggly lines of 
short hand. I could buy an aquarium and stock 
it with star fish, sea horses, and conk shells. I 
could catch a dolphin and name it Flipper. He 
would swim with me every day while I rode a 
sting ray to work.

I spilled all of this into a spiral-bound 

notebook that I kept beneath my mattress. My 
sister, Tess, gave me a bottle of Youth Dew by 
Estee Lauder on my sixteenth birthday, and 
my notebook marked in red ink—Grow up!

Oh, I could be like Tess who went to college 
to become an actress and emerged ten years 
later a chemist. But my math and science 
grades were lagging, so I needed something 
else to consider.

My high school aptitude tests came back 
hospitality management or writer. My cousin 
Lee was a writer. He didn’t have much, so I 
took the high road and invested my dreams 
in the Peace Corps.

Disclaimer: This essay is taken from my 
memories of tenth grade and the rest from my 
imagination.

Patty Cole is a writer and poet who lives on a 
17-acre farm in western Chatham County with her 

husband, Hoyt.
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At Chatham Hospital, convenient, quality care is our number one priority. And with the 
backing of one of the world’s leading academic medical centers, residents of Siler City 
and surrounding Chatham County can hold us to that promise.

Siler City, NC | 919.799.4000 | chathamhospital.org 

child care chatter — because child care matters
By Meredith Williams

With the current obesity epidemic in the United 
States, many parents are becoming more con-
cerned with what their children are eating. 
They buy less processed foods, serve more 
fruits and vegetables, and encourage their 
children to drink water instead of juice or soda. 
We can control what our children eat at home, 
but can we control what they eat when we send 
them to child care? The majority of Child 
Care Centers and Family Child Care Homes 
in Chatham County participate in the Child 
and Adult Care Food Program, which requires 
meals to follow specific minimum guidelines. 
This doesn’t mean, however, that the program 
your child attends is serving food as healthy 
as you would at home. They might be serving 
canned fruits and vegetables which contain a 
higher amount of sodium than frozen or fresh 
produce. They might be serving white bread 

instead of healthier whole 
grain options. Get involved 
and become educated about 

what your child is 
eating during 
the day. Here are 
some ways you 
can encourage 
your child care 

provider to make 
the best choices when it 

comes to the food they serve 
your children:

n Encourage your child care provider 
to take a field trip to the Farmer’s Market 

and volunteer to chaperone.

n Donate fresh fruits and vegetables to your 
child care provider or give them easy, child-
friendly recipes to try. Ask first, though, 
because many Child Care Centers, Preschools, 

and Family Child Care Homes have to follow 
certain rules about food that is brought into 
the classroom.

n Volunteer to help your child care provider 
plant a vegetable garden with the children.

n Ask your child care provider to serve your 
child water instead of juice. If your child care 
provider has to serve juice in order to meet the 
fruit component for the meal, ask that they give 
your child water along with the juice.

n Teach your child at home about making 
healthy choices and model healthy eating 
habits so that they will be more likely to make 
healthy choices when they are away from you.

For more information on the Child and 
Adult Day Care Food Program and additional 
nutrition resources for parents and child care 
providers, visit www.nutrition.gov. To learn 
more about quality child care or to find out 

about your child care options in Chatham 
County, call Child Care Search at 1.855.231.8717. 
Child Care Search is a child care referral ser-
vice offered by Child Care Networks, Inc. in 
Pittsboro. You can also find information online 
at childcarenetworks.org.

—Meredith Williams, Child Care Networks

MAY EVENTS
MAY 8: Grilled Pizza at unWINEd. 6–9 p.m.

May 9–10: MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND SPECIALS

MAY 16: Food Truck Rodeo at Pittsboro Roadhouse.
Bella Donna will be selling fresh grilled pizza. 5 p.m.

MAY 22: Baked Ziti, Salad & Bread at unWined. 6–8 p.m.

440 East Street, Pittsboro • 919-545-0900
Open for Lunch, Mon–Sat: 11–2
Dinner, Mon-Thurs: 4 p.m. – 10 p.m. • Fri–Sat: 4 p.m.– 11 p.m.
Closed on Sunday 

www.BellaDonnaItalianRestaurant.combelladonnapbo

LOCALLY
OWNED &
OPERATED

WE ALSO OFFER
1% Payroll Check Cashing
FAX Service, Postal Stamps

Your One-stop Shop 
for Grilling Greatness
✔ Fresh Meat Cut Daily

✔ Fresh, Local Produce (when available)

✔ Mapleview Farm Milk

✔ Deli Bakery with Hot BarDeli Bakery with Hot BarDeli Bakery with Hot Bar

386 East Street, Pittsboro 919-545-0294 Mon–Sat 7am–9pm, Sun. 8am–9pm
  Shop Piggly Wiggly in Siler City, too: 600 W. Raleigh Street 919-742-9888

instead of healthier whole 
grain options. Get involved 
and become educated about 

what your child is 

the best choices when it 
comes to the food they serve 

your children:
A R C H I T E C T  P A

•  Residential gReen 
building design 
+ consulting

• based in chatham co.

919-933-0999

aliciaravettoarchitect.com

aRchitect Pa Faia
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and it’s one, two, three strikes you’re out
Baseball’s muddled history reaches back to the 
Tudors and the British game of “Rounders” and 
includes variations on children’s games and 
“Town Ball” (played by Abraham Lincoln). A 
runner could formerly be put out by hitting him 
with the ball or throwing it between the next 
base and him. Here, until the Civil War, the 
game was largely confined to the North. Union 
General Abner Doubleday, who fired the first 
shot in defense of Fort Sumter, is often credited 
with creating the sport. Yankee prisoners in 
the South helped spread the game. Ironically, 
The Time of the Great Division was a leveler: 
officers and enlisted played together.

In North Carolina, the Confederacy con-
verted an old cotton mill into Salisbury Prison, 
where inmates played baseball. Army officer 
Otto Boetticher, a New York military artist/
lithographer, drew the first picture of an Amer-
ican baseball game while imprisoned there.

Salisbury Prison intended to send 60 vol-
unteer inmates, perhaps accompanied by 
baseball, to the Endor Ironworks area (then 
in Chatham County) to work in a planned bayo-
net factory, but, when the surrender came, it 
was not completed. Later, the site’s mill rock, 
intended for sharpening the bayonets, was 
hauled to Pittsboro as a curb for the town well.

In the mid-nineteenth century, women 
adopted baseball in such exclusive northern 
women’s colleges as Vassar, and a few non-
college teams formed in upstate New York. 
Philadelphia’s (African-American) Dolly 
Vardens became (1867) the first “paid” team, 
at any level, two years before the men’s Cin-
cinnati Red Stockings. In the South, women 

generally did not attend games. When they did, 
they were seated far from men’s “vulgarities.” 
Periodically, “Ladies Days” provided a “calm-
ing effect” on male fans. From the 1890’s–1935, 
“Bloomer Girls Clubs,” averaging three men 
wearing women’s clothes, thrived. Rogers 
Hornsby was among those who started his 
career this way. In 1908, a young girl’s love 
for baseball inspired “Take Me Out to the 
Ball Game,” which became traditional in the 
seventh inning. Commissioner Kennesaw 
Mountain Landis voided (1931) the contract of 
Jackie Mitchell (Chattanooga Lookouts) after 
she struck out Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig in 
an exhibition game.

Moses Fleetwood (“Fleet”) Walker, Toledo 
Blue Stockings catcher, faced (1883) the Chi-
cago White Stockings, whose star refused to 
play a “man of color.” The Negro National 
League was founded in the 1920’s. Segrega-
tion reigned, except for games on military 
ships and “Barnstorming Exhibition Games,” 
until Jackie Robinson broke the “color bar-
rier” (1947) at Ebbets Field with the Brook-
lyn Dodgers. He was fielded by Pee Wee Reese 
and Branch Rickey (who also drafted Roberto 
Clemente, the first Hispanic superstar). Then 
came Cool Papa Bell, Satchel Paige, and Josh 
Gibson (the “Black Babe Ruth”). Walter Fenner 

(“Buck”) Leonard, of Rocky Mount, was the 
“Black Lou Gehrig.”

Local teams were often sponsored by 
factories. Sanford Cotton Mills was a major 
employer for the area. In the early 1930’s, 
it sponsored a semipro baseball team, the 
Sanford Spinners, “the Cotton Mill team” of 
“Father George Mill/Mills,” whose most popu-
lar sheeting was named for “George Washing-
ton, the Father of Our Country.”

Kid fans watched the Spinners through 
knotholes in the fence or from trees they 
climbed. For their own “sandlot” and pasture 
games, they wadded rubber bands and wrapped 
tobacco twine around them as balls.

W. T. Horton, a prominent Black citizen 
in Sanford, owned a funeral home and other 
businesses and started two semipro baseball 
teams (early 1940’s). He enabled the students 
at W. B. Wicker School to play baseball.

Lore of the Spinners abounds. In Bull 
Durham, Kevin Costner portrayed Crash 
Davis, second baseman for them before return-
ing to Duke for his senior year and spending 
three seasons with the Philadelphia Athletics. 
He became “Crash” when he crashed into the 
left fielder. In another Spinners game, he pulled 
out a spare ball and fired it to first. The referee 
called the runner out, but someone saw the 
trick. Catcher Bruce (“Buck”/“Bucky”) Hed-
rick was another mischievous Spinner (1947). 
When an All Star runner reached third, Bucky 
took a potato from his pocket and lobbed it 
over the head of the third baseman. The fielder 
ran to fetch it, and the runner reached home—
where Bucky waited, ball in glove. Furor 

followed. Also legendary is the fifth-inning 
marriage at home plate (1941) of right-fielder 
Hank Nesselrode and Mae Rhoades. The 
players from both teams formed an archway 
of bats. Starting pitcher and second baseman 
Ned Butcher, a baritone, sang.

Major writers/academics have also been 
linked with baseball. Zane Grey attended the 
University of Pennsylvania for dentistry, base-
ball, and “one day past Valentine’s”—when 
practice began. Disaster struck when Cy Young 
forced the pitcher’s mound moved, and his 
curveball died.

Lewis Isenhour, President of the Spin-
ners, named catcher Robert Ruark among 
his imagined all-time favorite team. I spent a 
great deal of fruitless time trying to find out if 
he and writer Robert Ruark were connected. 
The latter once worked for the Sanford Herald 
and rebuffed budding writer Doris Betts. His 
first job with a “big” newspaper (The Wash-
ington Daily News) was sports writer. He had 
an altercation with Louis (“Buck”/“Bobo”) 
Newsom (1939).w

“Bart” Giamatti was President of Yale and 
served as Commissioner of Baseball. His aca-
demic specialty was Renaissance literature. 
He invited Pam Postema to umpire the Hall 
of Fame Game and spring training games. 
Although her contract ended with his death 
(1989), he set a benchmark for baseball.

Dr. Lynn Veach Sadler, of Galloway Ridge, a 
former college president, is widely published in 
academics and creative writing and works as a 

writer and an editor. As Central Region Gilbert-
Chappell Distinguished Poet 2013-2015, she mentors 

student and adult poets.

Historical 
Perspectives

by Dr. Lynn Veach Sadler

Manage Stress and Enjoy Life Again
“You don’t have to settle for

less than happiness.”
Betty W. Phillips, Ph.D.
Psychologist - Counseling and Life Coaching

FOREST GARDEN OFFICE
Chatham County

919.967.1860
BettyPhillipsPsychology.com

careers of a dubious nature
by Jeff Davidson

A young man or woman who arrives at work at a 
tobacco firm, on the first day, is probably thank-
ful to have a job and merely seeking to earn a 
living. Over the years, as some of these people 
progress through the ranks and eventually 
become top officers, their indoctrination has 
lasted so long that seemingly there is no other 
choice. This is the business they know. They 

have been immersed in their corporate culture 
for years or even decades. The rationalizations 
for doing what they do, however heinous, have 
been completely ingrained within them.

Denial OF realitY
In another industry – the entertainment busi-
ness – producers, directors, and screen writers 
of violent content perhaps spent the early years 

of their lives in less than favorable circum-
stances and are now reflecting back on their 
own childhood fantasies and fears. Or not.

Although more than 3,000 authenticated 
studies, on the topic of children and violent 
media, conclusively show a direct correlation 
between watching violence and taking part in 
violent acts, the purveyors of violent media are 
in heavy denial. Like big oil company executives 
who stealthily hire research fellows to publish 
reports citing no long-term damage to the envi-
ronment, media industry magnates have their 
own methods of both conveying misinformation 
and engaging in disinformation campaigns.

As Malcolm Gladwell deftly points out in 
his book The Tipping Point, at some juncture, 
a tipping point occurs. When numerous high 
profile individuals fall prey to lung disease, a 
close relative of the president is hospitalized 
and eventually near death as a result of ciga-
rette smoking, or some other development of 
a similar nature occurs, the tipping point will 
be reached and the tobacco industry will be 
seen and publicly and lastingly castigated for 
what it is – a purveyor of death.

DeFaCtO aPPrOVal
Tobacco still sells well outside of the U.S. If 
tobacco companies and violent media produc-
ers have enjoyed increasing revenues over the 
last several decades, it’s because the growth 
has been allowed. Yet, as we have seen through-
out history, one bold messenger applying pres-
sure at the right place at the right time can 
make a profound difference.

Ralph Nader testified against General 
Motors and wrote the book Unsafe At Any 
Speed, which essentially halted manufacture 
of the Corvair. He wielded more leverage than 
10,000 protesters outside GM’s gates. Genera-
tions of drivers have no awareness that higher 
levels of highway safety are due largely to 
Nader’s efforts.

In the entertainment industry, the late 
Charlton Heston, who lead the rallying cry 

against Warner records and its profitable 
embrace of 2 Live Crew, eventually prompted 
Warner to forsake the rap music business. 
While others picked up Warner’s slack, the 
message is clear. When the heat is on high 
enough and long enough, corporations offer-
ing products and services of questionable value 
to society will buckle.

imPaCt thrOUgh innOVatiOn
The ads sponsored years back by www.truth.
org were not the first of their kind, but they 
surely served as a benchmark. In one of these 
ads, a spectacled gentleman in his late 50’s, 
who appeared to have the status of a corpo-
rate spokesperson, came on the air during the 
NCAA Basketball Tournament to announce 
that, until it could offer customers a com-
pletely safe cigarette, the tobacco industry 
was making a dramatic product recall.

The ad spokesperson said that customers’ 
trust and health was of paramount importance. 
The ad closed by announcing that it was an 
April Fool’s joke. It wasn’t paid for by the 
tobacco industry; it was paid for by an organi-
zation that seeks to create the tipping point that 
brings the tobacco industry to a state of ruin.

A final observation: While movie produc-
ers induced by lucrative product placement fees 
continue to write cigarette smoking into the 
scripts of the pictures they produce, science 
fiction shows a more factual reality. In any of 
the Star Trek movies, the popular Sci-Fi TV 
series, or in futuristic Sci-Fi movies, do any 
of the characters smoke? No, and why not? No 
credible science fiction writer would portray a 
future where people of a presumably enlight-
ened age would knowingly decide to directly 
inhale carcinogens as if there were no severe 
repercussions.

Jeff Davidson is a regular contributor to Chatham 
County Line. “The Work-Life Balance Expert®,” 

Jeff is the author of Dial it Down, Live it Up; 
Simpler Living; Breathing Space; and The 60 

Second Self-Starter. Jeff can be reached at 
www.BreathingSpace.com

courtyard
coffee 

and soda café
223B N. Chatham Ave.

Siler City
919.663.2152

Come Enjoy Our Fresh, Local Coffees

blue dot 
coffee

53 Hillsboro St. 
Pittsboro

919.704-8064

NEED MORE INCOME FOR
YOUR RETIREMENT?

Work from home advertising for
an Inc. 500 company.
Find out more today!

www.so-worth-it.com/retire
Kathy Simmers

919-612-0009
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 Gracious, Comfortable 
Guest  Rooms 

 76 West Street, Pittsboro 
888.643.2017 • 919.542.5515 

www.rosemary-bb.com

 Rosemary… for Friendship and Remembrance

Rosemary 
HOUSE

BED & BREAKFAST



Chatham County Line 5MAy, 2015

Strawberry season at 
chatham Mill’s farmers’ Market

May is strawberry 
season in 
central 

North Carolina, 
and the Chatham 
Mills Farmers’ 
Market has sev-
eral vendors who 
can supply your straw-
berry fix! We have conventionally grown 
strawberries as well as those grown without 
chemical fertilizers and pesticides.

The Chatham Mills Farmers’ Market is on 
the lawn of the historic Chatham Mills Building 
every Saturday morning from now through next 
January. Spring, summer, and fall hours are 
8–1. We have a wide variety of produce, meat, 
plants, herbs, prepared foods, eggs, fiber, and 
body product vendors, and all our producers 
are located within 100 miles of Pittsboro.

In my house strawberries rarely last long 
enough to make it into a recipe, but should you 
have better self control than I do, here are three 
recipes to try with this glorious little fruit.

— Adrienne Bashista

Strawberry chicken Salad
• 1/4 cup minced green onions
• 1/2 tsp freshly ground pepper
• 4 cups chopped cooked chicken
• 2 cups diced fresh strawberries
• 1 cup chopped toasted pecans
Mix everything together and top with your 
favorite dressing! Makes about 7 cups.

Strawberry icebox pie
(adapted from a recipe in Southern Living)

• 2 cups finely crushed pretzel sticks

• 3/4 cup butter, melted

• 1/4 cup firmly packed light brown sugar

• 2 cups sliced fresh strawberries

• 1 (14-oz.) can sweetened condensed milk

•  1/2 (8-oz.) package cream cheese, 
softened

•  4 tbsp plus 1 tsp. strawberry gelatin (1/2 
[3-oz.] package)

• 3 cups whipped cream
Preheat oven to 350°. Stir together first 
3 ingredients; firmly press on bottom, 
up sides, and onto lip of a lightly greased 
10-inch pie plate. Bake 10 to 12 minutes or 
until lightly browned. Remove from oven 
to a wire rack, and cool completely (about 
30 minutes).

Process strawberries in a food processor 
until finely chopped, stopping to scrape 
down sides as needed.

Beat condensed milk and next 2 ingre-
dients at medium speed with an electric 
mixer until smooth. Add strawberries; 
beat at low speed just until blended. Trans-
fer to a large bowl.

Gently fold 1 ½ c. whipped cream into 
strawberry mixture. Spoon into prepared 
crust. Cover and freeze 8 to 12 hours or 
until firm.
Spread remaining whipped cream. Freeze 
1 hour or until whipped cream is firm.

Massaged Kale and 
Strawberry Salad
• 4 cups baby kale

• 3 oz strawberries, sliced

• 2 tbsp pine nuts, raw or toasted

• 1 tbsp olive oil

• 1 tsp salt

• Juice of 1 lemon

• 1 tbsp honey

• salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
Place kale pieces in a large bowl, add 1 tbsp. 
olive oil and salt.
Massage kale until it turns a darker shade 
of green and becomes soft
Combine lemon juice and honey in a smaller 
bowl and add to the massaged kale.
Add salt and pepper.
Drizzle with more olive oil and add more 
honey if a little bit more sweetness is 
desired.
Add the strawberries and pine nuts.
Chill and serve cold.

•  Prompt and reliable

•  Clean your home 
or business

• Licensed & insured

•  Green products available

•  Experts at organization; 
we haul off  your trash, 
recyclables, stuff , 
and junk

•  References and 
estimates are no 
problem!

•  No job too big or too small

Wondering Who 
Can Make Your 
House Sparkle?

Sarah Pankow  (919) 542-1770
pugsrule1015@gmail.com • www.imeanclean.com

This ad sponsored by Stillpoint Acupuncture,  
because the health of your community matters.

www.stillpointacupuncture.com

Fundraiser
Friday, May 29

Come have fun and help us raise 
funds at the Pittsboro Roadhouse 

with the 
Big Time Party Band!

SAVE THE DATE!
Piedmont Karma
Thegsum Choling

Tibetan Buddhist  
Meditation Center

Between 201-203  
West Weaver Street, Carrboro

www.piedmontktc.org
919-968-9426

Pam Herndon, agent
CLU, LUtCF, ChFC 

104 S Estes Dr, Ste 105, 919.240.0155

11500 US Hwy 15-501 N, Ste 216, 919.265.0702
www.pamherndon.net

Visit Us At
Cole Park Plaza
We want to make insurance as easy 
as possible for you. So now you 
have two locations 
to choose from. Stop 
in and chat — you’ll 
soon see why your 
neighbors choose 
to do business with 
Pam and her team. 

Find Pam on

ay is strawberry 
season in 

Canine 
Coaching 
Services, LLC
919-542-4726

Dog Behavior 101 Workshop

$40: General Public
$20: Rescue Group Foster Homes
For details:  
www.caninecoachingservices.com 
or check out our Facebook page

Saturday, May 9 • 2:00 – 4:00 pm
CCCC Pittsboro, Bldg. 2
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a natural jewel in the piedmont — White pines Land conservancy
by Will Endres

I love Chatham County like most of you reading 
this newspaper. I’ve been learning and shar-
ing what I’ve learned about wild edible, and 
medicinal plants for over 40 years.

“White Pines” nature Preserve is one of 
my favorite areas in the Triangle, and I’d like 
to share my view of it with you.

The first time I discovered “White Pines” 
was in the course of teaching my regular Cen-
tral Carolina Community College Field class, 
over 15 years ago. A student encouraged us 
to go there. I’ve been a “regular” ever since 
as a teacher of the same class and as a sacred 
ground to restore myself, and a personal friend 
or two.

White pines has a long history, way before 
white people arrived. The water level was much 
higher in those days. It’s the confluence of the 
Rocky and Deep Rivers before they flow into 
the mighty Cape Fear River. The flat spot 
at the juncture of the rivers is a place filled 
with natural spiritual and cultural power. 
You feel it. You breath it. It’s in the air, in the 
plants, trees, vines, shrubs, the birds, otters, 
creepy crawlies, coons, squirrels, rabbits 
— everything.

We used to, and will again soon, sit in a 
circle, and just listen for about 20–30 minutes, 
and then go around and speak or “pass” it we 
have nothing to say, about what we’ve heard. 
It’s always an expansive experience.

Rarely, do I ever see anyone on these trails, 
although I don’t usually go on weekends.

Most of the plants I collect in my wildcraft-
ing business are there, and it’s particularly 
special to go there, and not take anything as it’s 
a sanctuary, wisely and minimally managed 

by the D land conservancy.
Over the years, I’ve been privileged to have 

a few students whose families used to go there, 
and had small camps among the hills… Some 
of the remains are quite obvious. It’s always 
been a retreat, rising from the gentle piedmont 
into the small mountains.

John Lee, the now deceased herbalist and 
wildcrafter, lived near there, and gathered his 
powerful mixture of Black Cohosh Root, and 
Wild Sarsaparilla Root, and many other plants 
close by. I have fond memories of him sharing 
his knowledge and personal herbal power in 
my CCCC field classes.

At this point both the Rocky and the Deep, 
are generally considered non-navigable, which I 
personally prefer since there’s no through boat 
traffic. It’s a wonderful place to float languidly 
among the rocks, or snorkel to view all the small 
creatures underwater. In terms of water purity, 
both of these small rivers are much better than 

most of our small rivers by far.
I’m always amazed at how few people 

around have heard of it, much less been there. 
Maybe I’ll see you there someday.

If you’re interested in learning about the 
useful plants and trees with Will, he is teach-
ing his next Wild Foraging Exploration class 
on Wednesdays 9 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. May 20–July 
15, through the Sustainable Farming Program 
at Central Carolina Community College in 
Pittsboro. You register though the college at 
919.545.8044, or contact him at 919.732.9785, 
www.willswildherbs.org, Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, or willswildherbs@gmail.com 
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OUR SERVICES INCLUDE
• Heating & Air Conditioning
• Appliance Repair (all major brands)

• Plumbing
• Building and Remodeling
• General Carpentry & Home Repair

Proudly servicing Chapel Hill, Carrboro, Pittsboro and surrounding areas since 1981.

(919) 929.0203
www.BudMatthewsInc.com
info@budmatthewsinc.com
545 Old Farrington Road, Chapel Hill

Offering 
FULL 

Residential 
Service!

BUD MATTHEWS SERVICE
Call Us for Expert 
and Trustworthy Service!

Why spay and neuter your pets?
Often clients ask me if I think spaying or neu-
tering their dog will help with the behavior 
problems they are experiencing. My answer 
is almost always, “Yes”.

Working with intact adult dogs is definitely 
more challenging. Their radar is scanning the 
environment around them all the time looking 
for an opportunity to breed. You don’t have all 
of their brain working with you. With male 
dogs this is the case all the time, and with 
females it is a factor only when they are “in 
heat”. Try as you may it is nearly impossible 
to keep them focused, and training becomes 
more frustrating and time consuming than 
it should be.

Spayed and neutered dogs typically don’t 
like dogs that are not. Unaltered dogs carry 
themselves with a lot more bravado, or ego. In 
the presence of another dog, they walk around 
with their chest puffed out and immediately 
begin marking (urinating) on everything in 
sight. Fixed dogs find these dogs insulting and 
intimidating.

People have many reasons for not having 
their dog fixed. One I often hear is concern that 
the dog will get fat and lazy. Most of the time 
there is no change in the dog regarding laziness 
and weight gain. What I believe can happen is, 
the dog is less stressed after being altered and 

isn’t burning as many calories being anxious 
about wanting to reproduce. Altered dogs are 
typically mentally calmer. If the dog appears 
to be putting on the pounds, then simply adjust 
the amount of food the dog gets.

Something else I’ve heard people say that 
results in the delay of having their dog spayed 
is, “Females are better pets after they’ve had 
one litter of puppies.” I’ve met a lot of dogs and 
have noticed no difference between dogs who 
have or have not had a litter of puppies. And 
being pregnant and giving birth is risky. There 
are many things that can go wrong resulting in 
heath issues and even death to the female dog.

Another common sentiment is made by 
male owners who just can’t fathom having 
their male dog neutered. They’ll say some-
thing like, “It’s okay to spay the female, but 
no one’s going to neuter my male.” Some men 
take the concept of their dog being neutered 
very personally. If they can get past this they 
will find the neutered dog’s behavior will be 

greatly improved and are glad they had it done. 
Think about why most male livestock is cas-
trated. There is a reason why only one bull, 
ram, stallion, etc. is in the pasture. If all the 
males were intact it would be very chaotic and 
dangerous for everyone.

Benefits of spaying and neutering, in addi-
tion to the reductions of unwanted litters are, 
dogs listen better, are less likely to run away, or 
get into fights, or overly mark territory. There 
is also a decrease in the risk of several types of 
cancer occurring in fixed pets. And a neutered 
dog’s urine doesn’t smell nearly as strong as 
it did before. Spayed and neutered dogs also 
are much less likely to bite people. (Statistics 
show unneutered male dogs bite more people 
than any other type of dog.)

Spaying is considered major surgery. The 
veterinarian has to open up the abdominal 
cavity to perform an ovarian-hysterectomy 
(removal of the ovaries and uterus). Neuter-
ing is a routine procedure and is much less 
invasive, and in most cases only takes a couple 
of minutes for a veterinarian to perform. In 
both cases dogs usually recover very quickly, 
most in a matter of a few days to a week. During 
recovery, dogs should be kept in a clean, dry 
environment and activity should be kept to a 
minimum.

Veterinarians can spay or neuter dogs as 
young as 8–10 weeks. There is debate as to the 
best age to have pets altered, but when asked, 
I recommend waiting until the animal is at a 
minimum six months old, and a maximum of 
14 months old. This allows hormones in the 
dog’s system to do what they are supposed to do 
concerning the growth and development, but is 
done before the dog develops unwanted habits 
and mindsets. There is widespread debate in 
the animal advocate and veterinary world as 
to the best age to spay or neuter. I advise you 
consult your pet’s veterinarian and do some 
research on your own to determine what is 
best for your dog.

Chatham County Animal Services 
(919.542.7203, www.chathamnc.org/animalser-
vices) and Chatham Animal Rescue and Educa-
tion (919.542.5757, www.chathamanimalrescue.
org ) offer vouchers to low-income households. 
The out-of-pocket expense for the pet owner is 
only $20 per spay or neuter. Requirements vary 
slightly between the two agencies, so compare 
and see which is best for your situation. CARE 
is having a special “Don’t Be A Father” promo-
tion in June through August where male dog 
and cat neuters are for free!

Valerie Broadway, the Canine Coach, is a dog 
trainer and behavioral specialist. For information: 

919.542.4726 or www.caninecoachingservoces.com.

the Canine Coach
by Valerie Broadway

919-542-5600 
On the corner of Hwy 87 and 15-501

Roy Fesel, Operator

www.quickchangeoilandlube.com
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Filters, wipers, belts and batteries

Towing in Chatham County

Family Owned & Operated Glass Shop

Authorized Shipping Center for 
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812 East Third Street, Siler City

www.glasswarehouse.net
Licensed & Insured NC General Contractor
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Shower Doors • Table Tops 
Mirrors • Glass Replacement 

Windshields • Storefronts

The Rocky River
Photo by Sean endreS
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i can change myself, cure myself, become all i want to be!
Okay, so your New Years Eve resolutions 
have failed, and now you hate me because 
I’m reminding you that the positive changes 
haven’t happened. And you’ll hate me even 
more if I remind you of the chores you haven’t 
finished. So I won’t. But I will tell you about 
one more way to change your life for the better. 
That’s my path and purpose in life… helping 
others, so keep on reading.

To introduce the author of an exciting new 
approach to revitalization and self renewal, 
let me tell you about the seminal change in 
this man’s life that led to these revelations. 
And when you hear what he was able to do for 
himself, you’ll be able to move past specula-
tion and doubt and on to an understanding 
of our fantastic potential for self renewal, far 
beyond even successful New Years Eve resolu-
tions. Dr. Joe Dispenza sustained a devastat-
ing injury while running a triathlon when a 
car going 55 miles an hour slammed into his 
bicycle leaving six broken vertebrae in his 
spine. Four leading neurologists and ortho-
pedic surgeons delivered a grim prognosis: 
undergo implantation of a Harrington Rod in 
his spine resulting in a chance to walk again 
but with lifelong disability and chronic pain. 
Dispenza, a chiropractor, decided against the 
medical model in favor of his belief in the intel-
ligence of the body, “an invisible conscious-
ness, within each of us that’s the giver of life. 
It supports, maintains, protects, and heals 
us every moment.” Dispenza found, “at 9 ½ 

weeks after the accident, I got up and walked 
back into my life — without having any body 
cast or any surgeries. I had reached full recov-
ery.” Since these events in 1986, Dispenza has 
been studying, improving and documenting 
his approach, presenting his results to us in 
many years of writing articles and books while 
also developing workshops and CD programs 
to help us make major changes in our lives. He 
appears as a vital and intact person in mind 
and body dedicated to sharing his life improve-
ment results with all of us.

I’m going to describe for you some of the 
major insights from his latest book, “You Are 
the Placebo, making your mind matter.” Hay 
House, 2014. I’ve studied placebos and placebo 
cures in the past but with far less interest than 
today. Previous studies appeared to suggest 
that the cures were limited and occurred 
only when the individuals were deceived or 
unaware that the pill or technique utilized was 
actually a placebo with no power except the 
individual’s expectation of a cure. I became 
more excited when I discovered some current 
research demonstrating that placebo cures 
occur even when the individuals were told the 
medicine or intervention was a placebo! How 
could this be?

Placebo research is now dovetailing with 
Dispenza’s combination of spirituality and 
quantum theory applied to life changes. He 
asked, “What if people begin to believe in 
themselves instead of something outside of 

themselves? What if they believe that they can 
change something inside of them and move 
themselves to the same state of being as some-
one who’s taken a placebo?... This book is all 
about transforming illness and disease… None 
of the methods you’ll read about here involve 
denying whatever health conditions you may 
presently have.” Dispenza states his exciting 
goal: “healing yourself through thought alone.”

This book begins with several chapters 
describing just a few of the amazing changes 
individuals have made demonstrating the 
power of the human mind and placebo research. 
Examples: “a woman plagued by depression for 
decades who improved dramatically during an 
antidepressant drug trial, despite the fact that 
she was in the group receiving a placebo; and a 
handful of veterans hobbled by osteoarthritis 
who were miraculously cured by fake knee 
surgery.” The book also describes the nocebo 
effect, the opposite of placebo, for example “a 
man who died after hearing he had cancer, 
even though his autopsy revealed that he’d been 
misdiagnosed.” Dispenza then explains “as 
long as you’re thinking the same thoughts, 

they’ll lead to the same choices, which cause 
the same behaviors, which create the same 
experiences, which produce the same emotions, 
which in turn drive the same thoughts— so 
that neuro-chemically, you stay the same. In 
effect you’re reminding yourself of who you 
think you are.” Dispenza then explains that 
you are not hardwired to do this for the rest 
of your life. “We now know that the brain is 
capable of changing throughout our lives, 
creating new neural pathways and new con-
nections.” Dispenza provides examples of his 
approach, “making your inner thoughts more 
real than the outer environment, because then 
the brain won’t know the difference between 
the two and will change to look as if the event 
has taken place. If you’re able to do this suc-
cessfully enough times, you’ll transform your 
body and begin to activate new genes in new 
ways, producing epigenetic changes – just as 
though the imagined future event were real. 
And then you can walk right into that new 
reality and become the placebo.”

Dispenza describes his approach in detail 
in the remainder of the book. He states that 
“the conscious mind is only 5 percent of who 
we are. The remaining 95 percent is a set of 
subconscious program states in which the body 
has become the mind.” You’ll learn that you 
must get beyond the analytic mind and enter 
into the operating system of your subconscious 

Advice Line
By Dr. Betty Phillips

Questions?
info@solarize-nc.org 

919-416-5077
ncwarn.org

Sign up between April 15 and May 15 
at solarize-nc.org for your  

free solar assessment! 

Making Rooftop Solar Power Cheaper and Easier than Ever

Join a Grassroots Solar Movement!

Solarize programs help build the entire local solar industry, 
creating good jobs, reducing utility bills and replacing 

climate-damaging fossil fuels.

•	 Learn	more	and	find	free	public	
information	sessions	listed	at		
solarize-nc.org.

•	 In	2014,	64	Chatham	homes	and	
businesses	went	solar	with	Solarize,	
making	it	the	most	successful	Solarize	
program	in	the	state	so	far.

•	 The	Chatham	Board	of	Commissioners	
praised	the	program	in	a	unanimous	
resolution	in	March.

Solarize Chatham	helps	homeowners	and	businesses	generate	
most	of	their	own	electricity.	Power	bill	savings	start	the	day	the	
system	is	installed,	locking	in	low-cost	clean	energy	for		
25	years	or	more.

Through	bulk	purchasing	and	neighbor-to-neighbor	marketing,	
Solarize Chatham cuts	pricing	by	up	to	24%	from	solar	prices	that	
have	already	fallen	by	80%	in	recent	years.	The	more	customers	
participate,	the	lower	the	price.
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 Most prescriptions filled within 10 minutes.

628 East St, Pittsboro • M–F: 8:30 am to 6:30 pm • Sat: 9 am to 1 pm • 542-7283
Closed Sunday • Hablamos Español • FREE DELIVERY!  Call for select delivery areas.

Tired of Waiting?

PITTSBORO DISCOUNT DRUGS

Come get Fresh with our Farmers 
Saturdays 8am to 1pm at 

Pittsboro's Historic Chatham Mills
Produce, Meats, Cheese, Flowers

Kid's Activities, Chef Demos, Live Music
and more!
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178 Hillsboro Street, Pittsboro • 919.545.9296
SHOP ONLINE! www.french-nc.com
Mon–Sat: 10:30–5:30, First Sundays: 12–5.

Color Your World 
with an incredible eclectic variety of 
fabrics, tea towels, baskets, yard art, 
crafts, antiques and more… 

where South Africa and France collide in Harmony and Art

the May splendor of catalpas
by Michael Pollock

In the March issue I mentioned catalpas as the 
only native tree that could be easily confused 
with non-native Paulownias. Both trees are very 
showy in the spring, but I think catalpas are 
prettier. We get to see catalpa blossoms twice, 
because there are two species in the area, north-
ern and southern, each blooming over a few 
weeks, a few weeks apart. Strangely, northern 
catalpas bloom first, as early as late April, fol-
lowed by southern catalpas in May. Catalpas 
aren’t actually native to North Carolina, at least 
in historical times. Southern catalpas, which 
seem to be the most common in this state, are 
thought to have occurred naturally in the Deep 
South, in an area of southern Mississippi, Ala-
bama, and Georgia, and northern Florida, while 
northern catalpas seem to come from the area 
around the confluence of the Mississippi and 
Ohio rivers. Both species like moist soil, and 
northern catalpas naturally grow in swamps, 
but around here I see them in well-drained 
sunny yards and roadsides, though occasion-
ally they appear isolated in woods.

Southern catalpas are relatively small trees 
with an umbrella-like form, growing up to 50´ 
tall, but usually much less, with many craggy 
limbs, bearing large heart-shaped leaves that 
turn a unique light yellowish green in the 
summer. The undersides of the leaves are a 
little fuzzy and are paired along the twigs. 
In winter the bare twigs reveal saucer-like 
depressions where the leaves were attached, 
and nearly hidden leaf buds. The white flow-
ers are in clusters called panicles at twig tips, 
like shining crowns filling the canopy. Up close 
they are tubular with five frilly petals and are 
marked with rows of dark blue spots and two 
yellow lines, turning dark red as the flowers 
fade. The flowers have both male and female 
parts, but they are fertile at different times to 
encourage out-pollination. Through evolution 
the petals have fused into a tube, but looking 
closely you can see stamens that aren’t fertile, 
leftovers like our tailbones. The flowers give 
way to long, thin green pods, round in cross-
section, that dangle until the new year when 
they split lengthwise, releasing winged seeds.

Northern catalpas are very similar, but 

more straight growing and lofty, up to 120´ 
tall and 5´ across in exceptional individuals. 
Their leaves are more elongated than those of 
southern catalpas and are supposed to smell bad 
when bruised. At the base of the leaves there 
are glands that release nectar, especially when 
the leaves are damaged, presumably to attract 
insects to attack the herbivores. The flowers 
are fewer per cluster and have fewer spots and 
appear before those of southern catalpas. North-
ern seedpods are wider and have thicker walls. 
A stately northern catalpa grows on South Road 
near the UNC Bell Tower and there is one at 
Coker Arboretum with a label. Cultivated 
catalpas can also be found in the RC Raulston 
Arboretum in Raleigh.

Catalpa’s names are also somewhat con-
fused. Southern catalpas have been called 
common or eastern catalpas, while northern 
catalpas are also known as western or hardy 
catalpas, though their twig tips can be killed 
in northern winters. Probably both trees have 
been known as Catawba trees, Shawnee wood, 
Indian beans, Indian cigars, and fishbait trees. 
Many books say catalpa is from Cherokee, but a 
dictionary says comes is from the Creek/Mus-
cogee name kutuhlpa, which would make sense, 
because southern catalpas grew naturally in 
the Creek nation.

Scientifically, southern catalpas are called 
Catalpa bignonioides, after their family, the 
Bignoniaceae, and northerns are C. speciosa, 
meaning ornamental. Catalpas are in the same 
family as crossvines, which bloom around the 
same time, and the red trumpet creepers of 
summer, and their flowers and seedpods are 
similar.

There are a few catalpas around the world 
and at one time catalpas grew naturally in 
Europe. Chinese catalpa, C. ovata, is grown 
in the USA as an ornamental, and has yellow 
flowers. There are also ornamental hybrids with 
American species. In Japan catalpas are called 
azusa, which is also a male and female surname, 
sometimes spelled with the character for the 
tree, or ki-sasage, combining tree and cowpea.

Where East Asia’s paulownias have legend-
ary associations, our catalpas are best known as 
a source of bait. Their main herbivore is catalpa 
sphinx moth caterpillars (Ceratomia catalpae). 

These large yellow and black hornworms eat 
only catalpa, and unlike most hornworms, they 
feed in groups and can defoliate entire trees in 
the summer, but the trees recover. If bothered, 
the caterpillars vomit a green fluid and thrash 
around. These moths get all of their sustenance 
from catalpa leaves and don’t feed as adults. Few 
other insects eat the leaves, but many visit the 
flowers. Reportedly the nectar is poisonous to 
skipper butterflies and ants, and bumblebees, 
carpenter bees, and nocturnal moths do most 
of the pollination. True bugs can be seen on the 
immature pods and other insects attack the 
seeds. Rabbits damage young trees by eating 
the bark.

Catalpa wood isn’t very strong, but lasts in 
the ground and doesn’t shrink very much when 
dried. It is mainly used for posts, but it has been 
used for handles, picture frames, and furniture 
and other interior uses and was grown for rail-
road ties and fuel. Cropdusting was invented 
in August 1921 when lead arsenate was used 
to kill catalpa hornworms on a plantation in 

Ohio. Chinese catalpa was used for imperial 
coffins in East Asian countries, and in Shinto 
ritual items.

Southern and probably also northern catal-
pas were used herbally, though there also seems 
to be folklore that catalpas are partially poison-
ous. The pods were thought to influence the 
heart, and might have been smoked to treat 
asthma, though kids might have just smoked 
them to imitate adult smoking. Whole leaves and 
tea from the seeds were applied to wounds while 
tea of bark was used as a sedative, antiseptic, 
laxative, to treat snake bites, and to get rid of 
worms, as was Chinese catalpa. Tea from the 
seeds was also used for breathing problems.

Smoking it might not be a good idea, but 
check out your local catalpa and get to know 
these unusual and attractive, but under-appre-
ciated trees.

Michael Pollock is a freelance writer living in 
southern Durham and founded Northeast Creek 

Stream Watch (www.northeastcreek.org). He 
studied biology and anthropology at UNC. 

Southern Catalpa
Photo by MichaeL PoLLock

adventures in retirement living — part one
by R.L. Taylor

Are you ready move to a retirement community 
to enjoy new horizons and new people?

I tried it.
I was 84. Last fall, I decided to sell my house 

and move in with some nice people over near 
Raleigh, so I could be closer to my daughter 
in Smithfield. It was new and I was the last 
customer to sign up.

It was very nice. I had a large bedroom and 
a small living room, complete with a coffee 
pot. I could make coffee and I could also serve 
myself Scotch whiskey. The trouble was meet-
ing new people.

The place was overrun by silver headed 
women apparently born in or around Chicago. 
Most of them seem to be put there by daughters 
who had married a southern boy. She brought 

Mama down for reasons we don’t know.
There were approximately 120 people 

housed in there and we all ate lunch, break-
fast and supper at the same place at the same 
time. If you didn’t make breakfast by 8:30 you 
couldn’t get breakfast. Lunch began at 12:30 
and lasted about an hour. Supper began at 6:30.

Everybody ate the same thing. If you 
wanted grits for breakfast, too bad. Only cold 
cereal.

The system was used to save a lot of money 
in the dining room. Soon after my arrival, 
my nephew walked into the dining room and 
wanted to get a sandwich. They scolded him 
and he ran out.

Getting new friends was difficult. I had 
to eat with several strangers to determine if 
they even knew what southern speech sounded 
like. But I tried. I was on the third floor and 

it took me three weeks to meet my next-door 
neighbor. She was a feisty fast-talking Yankee 
who knew everything on earth.

Although it was a nice place, it was run as 
if it were a prison.

Since I did not have a car, I had no way to 
even step around the corner to get a cheese-
burger. That required transportation from 
my room to the nice burger place about three 
blocks away.

I almost had to get a magician to get to the 
ABC store. It was half a mile from my quar-
ters and replenishing my Scotch was almost 
impossible. That forced me to stockpile larger 
quantities for entertainment.

I finally made another attempt to find some-
one who had lived in those big buildings and 
liked it. The quarters offered all sorts of enter-
tainment. They had movies that I had seen 
twice and big screens for basketball games.

There were poker games and bingo and 
other card games that I did not play. I tried a 
poker game and the dealer laid out six cards 
on the table for a mysterious reason that I 
did not understand. I think he had a way to 

split the pot.
In truth, my effort to move closer to my 

daughter over in Smithfield had gained noth-
ing. I was on the south side of Raleigh and in 
could visit only on weekends.

Slowly the grind of the place and the com-
pany’s efforts to make money never worked at 
all. I was strangled by the clock and the clock 
was locked to the kitchen. I did not play poker 
or bridge or bingo or tennis or anything I had 
learned in my 84 years.

I never had room to go outside my quarters. 
I needed someone else to take me around the 
corner. The average age probably was more 
than 80. The customers were 80 percent female 
with all 80 percent with snow white hair. I 
didn’t expect anything more than that. And 
once in a while we would hear a southern 
woman across the dining room.

The service staff did a good job cleaning up 
your little room and making up the bed. There 
was no newspaper service. My television set 
had the personality of a rattlesnake. It played 
when it wanted to.

After I made my decision to move on to 
another place closer to my daughter, I finally 
found three or four people I could call a friend. 
I might have stayed on, but only if they gave me 
some way, somehow to get to a cheeseburger 
and the ABC store.

I blame myself for my basic problem. After 
60 years as a newspaperman, I had no real 
interest in bridge or any kind of trifles that 
we supposedly need to keep us alive. Let me 
rephrase that and say keep me alive. Perhaps 
someone else could make it work. I decided 
to move on down the road to Smithfield for a 
new adventure.

My first adventure and efforts to being an 
old guy apparently failed. It surprised me. It 
is good that we can look behind us to see what 
could lie ahead of us. I hope we can go over 
that in the next edition of this newspaper. 
Thank you.

R.L. Taylor is a regular contributor to Chatham 
County Line. He has been a newspaperman for 

more than 65 years.

Serving Chapel Hill, Carrboro, Pittsboro
Orange and Chatham Counties

www.rwcp.net

32.5 acres pristine woods, STOCKED POND. Deer, 
wild turkey, dove, quail. 25 minutes to Greens-

boro, Pittsboro, Asheboro. Nice doublewide with 
FP, updates. Asking $180K. Call today!

HUNTER’S  PARADISE! 

Jan Butta
broker/realtor

919-434-5975
jan.butta914@gmail.com
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large trucks on the three and a half miles of 
Corinth Road, the heavy traffic coming from 
its six factories that work around the clock. 
Other speakers pointed out that inevitably 
these 120 to 140 30-ton trucks a day and 100-
car trains once a day will leave coal ash scat-
tered along roads, on people’s lawns, in the 
air where it may go anywhere, and will get 
into ground water. Laura Lauffer, Director 
of the CCCC Sustainability Program, argued 
that it would set back Chatham’s economy, 
notable for its sustainable farming, build-
ing, and energy programs and businesses. 
Rhonda Whitley, retired MD, noted that the 
pollution from the heavy metals in coal ash — 
lead, mercury, arsenic, selenium, etc., would 
be especially damaging to children whose 
immune systems haven’t yet developed, but 
continuous exposure over years would harm 

everyone. Once these toxins are in our water 
and in our bodies, we pass them down through 
the generations. Several speakers emphasized 
that, once this landfill leaks, and it will leak, 
there is no way to clean up such an environ-
mental disaster.

Elaine Chiosso, the Haw Riverkeeper, 
pointed out that coal ash should be changed 
to a solid form like salt stone and stored in 
bunkers above water, nor should it leave 
Duke’s property. Our climate change, with 
its more and more dangerous storms could 
lead to flooding as the landfill is in the Cape 
Fear flood plain. This river supplies water 
for Southeast Chatham, Sanford, and all the 
towns to the coast.

We are primarily a farming state, argued 
Glyn Whitley, and if our farms are ruined, 
there goes our farm economy. Susan Poe of 
Brickhaven read a petition signed by over 350 
members of the Moncure Community.

The theme of environmental justice was 

sounded often. Martha Girolami asked, “What 
shall we call the enormous coal ash dumps 
in Chatham and Lee? Reckless Pollution by 
DENR, Duke Energy and the NC Legislature? 
They represent the callous abandonment and 
sacrifice of Chatham and Lee people. …[Our 
EPA] defines Environmental Justice as ‘the 
fair treatment and meaningful involvement 
of all people, regardless of race, color, sex, 
national origin, or income with respect to the 
development, implementation and enforce-
ment of environmental laws, regulations, 
and policies.’”

Three TV stations (WRAL, WNCN, and 
Times-Warner), plus The Fayetteville Observer, 
the Sanford Herald, and the Chatham News/
Record all covered the hearings.

DENR will accept written comments 
through May 16, 5 p.m. By email: PublicCom-
ments@ncdenr.gov. By mail: on structural 
fill permit to: Solid Waste Permitting, Divi-
sion of Waste Management, 1646 Mail Service 

Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1646; to modified 
mining permits to: Mining Program, Division 
of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources, 1612 
Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1612. 
On 401 water quality certification to: 401 Per-
mitting, 1617 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, 
NC 27699-1617. 

Be sure to tell them exactly how you 
personally are affected. Areas of concern: 
economy, mine reclamation versus a landfill? 
Integrity of the liners, air pollution; water 
supply and quality, disposal of coal ash 
leachate; traffic safety. The permit applica-
tion information is on-line at: http://portal.
ncdenr.org/web/guest/coal-ash-disposal

Judy Hogan is a published poet and fiction writer 
living in Moncure near the designated coal ash 

sites. She is the chair of the Chatham Citizens 
Against Coal Ash Dump, a Blue Ridge 

Environmental Defense League chapter.
Judy Hogan 919-545-9932 (voicemail)

Killer Frost (2012), Farm Fresh and Fatal (2013)
Beaver Soul (2013), This River: An Epic Love 

Poem (2014) • postmenopausalzest.blogspot.com
judyhogan.home.mindspring.com
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Spring explodes in color
Like a chorus line, my garden is dancing with 
color. My dear variegated pink weigelia and 
snowball vibernums are rocking on out. The 
red Japanese maples are bursting with new 
color and the green ‘Veridis’ is simply spec-
tacular. Driving around, my eye is caught 
with the old Japanese Kerris… little butter 
colored popcorn puffs waving with its long 
arms as if greeting me. I am being dazzled by 
iris of all colors and the ferns are unfurling 
and looking ever so dainty.

It is a mad house of activity. My dogs are 
near crazy over the deer outside the fence and 
the lizards, butterflies and squirrels busily 

trying to soak up this new springtime. The 
rains have put me out of misery as it washes 
away the pollen. It is the perennial yellow 
cloud that covers everything… even my dogs. I 
towel them off as they fly in from the outdoors 
for supper. Wouldn’t you know that I have a 
dog with allergies? Three million-dollar trips 

to the emergency vet and our local vet calmly 
diagnosed the hacking as allergies. She gets 
a half a Benedryl from time to time and it 
certainly doesn’t slow down that Chloe dog.

I am a slow start this year in the garden. 
One side of the garden is getting presentable 
and the other is a bit haggard. The peonies 
are coming along to remind me of my Nannie 
Shorp. She was such garden lover. I watch 
the day rise and set over the garden and I 
am at peace. Weeds still there, leaves soon 
to be mulched over, old stems bending and 
new arise and somehow it is just fine. My 
standards are not lowering; my perspective 

is rising to my age of understanding what is 
really most important in this brief life. Plants 
eventually get cut back; snow damage gets 
pruned hard or removed. The blue cedar I 
pruned REALLY hard died… all 18´ of it. I cut 
all the branches to about 8 .̋ It does look a bit 
odd now, but I am going to plant Coral Honey-
suckle at the base and have a perfect natural 
tower trellis. The hummers will go wild for 
it. No lemons for me… just lemonade. Have a 
delicious sip and enjoy this glorious spring.

Ginny Gregory is a regular contributor to 
Chatham County Line. She is the owner and 

creative energy behind Beyond The Pail...Creating 
Gardens and Beyond www.beyondthepail.net

In the Garden
by Ginny Gregory
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programs if you want your new thoughts 
to result in new outcomes and change your 
genetic destiny. The analytic approach which 
we prize can block this approach. Dispenza 
describes a meditative approach and brain 
wave states which are the most conducive to 
these changes. While this appears theoretical, 
and is based upon theory, positive results can 
be obtained using this approach. Dispenza 
describes the approach he successfully uti-
lized on himself and others in his practice and 
workshops. He explains the quantum model 
of reality which has found that all possibili-
ties exist in the present moment and how to 
select the possibility you choose for yourself. 
“You must combine a clear intention with an 
elevated emotion that conditions your body 
to believe that the future potential that you 
selected from the quantum field has already 
happened. The elevated emotion is vital, 
because only when your choice carries an 
amplitude of energy that’s greater than the 
hardwired programs in your brain and the 
emotional addiction in your body will you be 
able to change your brain’s circuitry and your 
body’s genetic expression.”

Is this approach magic? Of course not. It 
does take time but it does work! If you have 
time and finances, you can sign up for Dis-
penza’s workshops where the group process is 
conducive to more rapid change. Additionally 
Dispenza has provided detailed information 
about the meditative approach you can utilize 
in your own home in Part II “Transformation” 

of this book. He describes preparation for open 
focus meditation to help you enter what “really 
isn’t just empty blackness; it’s the quantum 
field, and is just bursting with energy and pos-
sibility.” Dispenza describes the guided medi-
tation in detail so you can record it for yourself 
and also provides audio CDs or MP3 files for 
the “You Are the Placebo Book Meditation” 
on his website or through sales outlets such 
as Amazon. I also ordered his CD “Recondi-
tioning The Body To A New Mind.” His CDs 
provide us with beautiful and relaxing but 
exciting background music for his inspired 
commentary. Have I totally changed my life 
yet? Of course not. I’m just beginning to use 
his approach, but do have enough experience 
in this field to recommend it to you! Why not 
spend some time in the quantum field enjoy-
ing this experience? In my past I have been 
inspired by structured meditations such as 
the Loving Kindness Meditation (described 
on my website) and not inspired by medita-
tions which simply seem to turn off contact 
with present reality without providing a more 
positive and sustained approach to life change.

I talk and write often about steps on the 
path to the top of the mountain of life and to 
eternal life. Here’s another path provided for 
us by someone who has traveled the path and 
is providing directions for us to use. And don’t 
forget the described in my last three articles. 
Hold this Light in your heart as your journey 
up the mountain!

Need Advice? Send questions to BettyPhillips@
BellSouth.net or 466 Eagle Point Road, Pittsboro 
27312. Questions can be anonymous. Visit www.

bettyphillipspsychology.com.

When gulls aren’t around for eagles to eat, 
there is plenty of fish in the Haw River. Eagles 
either take to fishing like ospreys or they use 
ospreys as fishing poles. One of the nice things 
about canoeing or kayaking is that you see 
things you normally can’t see from the land 
like watching an osprey with a fish in its talons 
trying to fly faster than the eagle that is about 
to catch up and simply take the fish away.

Of all the birds, it is the great blue heron 
that seems to characterize the Haw River. 
When you are paddling your canoe or kayak, 
the bird takes off from its perch or wading 
position just before you reach it and flies down 
river just to repeat the process as you approach 
it again. It seems to be beckoning you to follow 
it down river. Standing almost five feet tall 
with a wing span of six feet, the blue-grey 
bird is easy to distinguish from white-colored 
egrets that have a similar shape and habits. 
Like the river itself, great blue herons have 
been around for a very long time. Their begin-
nings go back to the time of dinosaurs. When 
one takes off, the sound it makes catches you 
by surprise since it sounds like a dinosaur. 
You can almost see them living together in 
harmony. I suppose the question now is can 
we mammals live in harmony with great blue 
herons? They are part of the magic we should 
not lose.

Joe Jacob, a Chatham resident for more than 30 
years and a marine biologist by training, is 

president of The Haw River Canoe & Kayak Co., 
www.hawrivercanoe.com, 336.260.6465. He worked 

for The Nature Conservancy for 20 years and served 
as Director of Science for TNC’s Southeast Region.
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falling off and the impact that that has had on the community,” 
he says; “the collapse of the industry pulled out the jobs that 
brought the migrant workers here”. When the jobs vanished 
some migrants left, “and many decided to stay despite the lack 
of local jobs to support them”.

Latinos, he thinks, “live in some sort of a limbo. They don't 
feel that they can comfortably engage civically and be a part 
of this county because they fear that, putting their name out 
there for a local county office, is going to trigger some sort of 
negative reprisal from the powers that be.” He thinks it is time 
to give Latinos the opportunity to contribute more openly in 
the future of Chatham County.

While growing up, he says, “There were powers in charge 
that were not as progressive, and not as open minded.”

Jon is of a new breed. “As the Small Business Coordinator, 

I understand that we need to do a better job extending and 
making services available to the Hispanic community. But 
before we can do that, we need to do a good job understand-
ing where the problems are.” He keeps a yellow notepad with 
questions, and names of possible informants whom he hopes 
will help him clarify the way.

Also, in May, Jon and nine other Chatham County leaders 
will travel to Mexico through the Latino Initiative program, 
part of the UNC Center for International Understanding. The 
program gives North Carolina ś leaders the opportunity “to 
have a deeper understanding of the immigration issue and, 
as a result, influence local approaches to integrating Latinos 
into our communities”. (Latino Initiative's director, Lorena 
Patterson, was approached to write this note.) There, our local 
leaders will have one week to find answers to their questions.

Jon hopes to find interesting ideas, including ones which 
are not even possible to imagine here. He is in it also for the 
food — he smiles at his own quip.

He considers that Mexico, “is going through a finding itself 
period”. A nation struggling to find its path out of confusion; 
coincidentally, Jon describes Chatham County in a similar 
way: a county trying to reinvent itself, and not without its 
own share of problems.

“I’ve always thought that while Raleigh, Durham, Chapel 
Hill become this mega-complex; Chatham County could have 
arts, and an agrarian farming culture. Right now we are all 
holding our breath before the big changes start to blossom. 
Now is the time to guide, to make sure that Chatham County 
keeps the identity people are happy with, it ś the time to get 
your program going”.

Don't fear, Jon isn't out to disrupt.
“It ś a continual process of figuring out what to keep from 

a generation and what to add to it, or take a way on the next”.

Luis Melodelgado lives and works in Pittsboro, his interests are 
childhood education and community outreach.
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Great Blue Heron and a pair of Bald Eagles.
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Godforsaken
To honor the old abandoned church on Hwy 15/501 just north of Pittsboro

by bonnie Korta

godforsaken i am

over twenty years abandoned

empty on easter Sunday

once my favorite time of the year, the budding season 

i could feel Jesus, rise within me

shouting hosannas in the highest

i knew Jesus lived, lived in me

now, no lilies greet me

no purple cloak drapes my breast

no joyous anthems rise up from his grave

no matter, the woods gather round me 

wisteria wild they adorn my bones

my grey warped weather beaten bones

come summer, a trumpet vine blooms the sign of his cross

sad shape my Lord’s passion, blood streaked blossoms cover me

a charm of hummingbirds draws life from my twisted cross 

with beaks sharp as the spikes once nailed my savior to his tree

trumpets proclaim i am still a holy one

though Jesus has risen from me, gone

My mouth once poured godspells, welcomed pilgrims seeking salvation

silent as his tomb no one ever speaks my name

not many alive who remember 

belmont, oh beautiful mountain, how sweet the sound of my name, gone

i have become no name, some say an eyesore

just a staggering old crone side of the road

Wild creatures my only congregation

my people have wandered from me, gone 

divine truth writ on dry autumn leaves rustle down my aisles

my music, rain beating on holey tin

my sermons, the winds hoarse whisper

for even these crumbs i am grateful

once the holy trinity gloried in me

now only the holy ghost darkens me

swoops down at midnight on the wings of the great barred owl

enjoys me, on these rare random evenings, i am glad

once his eager bride, i sojourn spirit free

most days and the long, long nights

i hum to myself in raspy contralto

“abide with me fast falls the eventide”

behind lips forever closed, no one hears

no Lord, no help, no one abides, abides with me

at easter, i am full of hope

still believe, still pray

pray my sweet Jesus will fall down within me

first rays of light come easter morning

he and i just one more time

trumpet vine sounds a muted and a fading 

hallelujah

Bonnie Korta is a Pittsboro writer.

Hide and Seek
by Lewis Lipsitz

as a child, my favorite game was

hide and seek. We played summer evenings 

until darkness overtook us. everyone

went home. but i waited, hidden

behind some bushes across the street,

to see if anyone would wonder where i was. 

you can get used to such waiting.

Migration
by Gary phiLLips

Standing on her porch, after a long frustrating day in hospitals:

gibbous moon translucent in the east, sky open and full of color:

tens of blackbirds cross my vision in rising darts, then a handful of arguing crows, and into the sun a vee of sleek dark ducks;

Such purpose!

My mother is migrating too

Winged, hungry, hopeful; like a fledgling

aiming the arrow of her body toward a home she’s never seen.

solar power and competition 
are good for all customers
by The Rev. Nelson Johnson 
and Jim Warren

We are troubled by Duke Energy’s efforts 
to derail the growing use of rooftop solar 
power in North Carolina, particularly the 
targeting of pastors and political leaders 
with the claim that solar harms people with 
low incomes and people of color.

It is curious that the world’s largest 
corporate electric utility is aggressively 

lobbying against 
the new Energy 
F reedom Act , 
bipartisan state 

legislation that would open the door to solar 
competition, thereby helping the same low-
wealth communities for which Duke Energy 
now professes concern.

As pastor of a predominantly African-
American church in Greensboro, I (The 
Rev. Johnson) have been visited recently 
by three different individuals selling the 
“solar power hurts the poor” message. The 
claim is that the poor are left to subsidize 
more affluent customers who buy rooftop 
solar power systems – because the non-solar 
customers are left to pay more than “their 
share” for large, expensive power plants.

This is part of a national strategy coor-
dinated recently by monopoly electric utili-
ties in various states. It’s been rejected by 
the NAACP’s national board, various state 
NAACP chapters, and the Congressional 
Black Caucus. Nevertheless, it’s being pushed 
here now, which is an affront to the people of 
North Carolina.

The NAACP agrees that solar power 
helps communities of color and all custom-
ers. One reason is that every new solar panel 
reduces overall usage from the electricity 
grid, thus reducing the need to keep build-
ing expensive power plants and continually 
raising rates. Reducing the cost of electric-
ity for the poor and reducing North Caro-
lina’s carbon footprint reflects both moral 
and economic progress, which the religious 
community supports.

As for the claim that non-solar customers 
must pay more than “their share” for power 
plants: That concept is based on the outdated 
and broadly rejected notion that high-profit 
Duke Energy can continue to operate as a 
monopoly, thus forcing captive customers to 
pay a higher price for a product – electric-
ity from large, polluting power plants – that 
others choose to replace with rooftop solar.

We are urging Duke Energy CEO Lynn 
Good to open a dialogue with us and other 
North Carolinians about our common inter-
est in an energy future that benefits all com-
munities by reducing power bills, creating 

jobs, and by reducing the pollution that is 
harming our health and moving an already 
horrific climate situation toward a disas-
trous future for all of Creation.

With “No Money Down Solar” – under 
the Energy Freedom Bill – experienced 
companies with strong financial backing 
will install solar systems on the property of 
churches, businesses, homes, and govern-
ment buildings for no up-front cost, then sell 
the customer the power at a fixed rate lower 
than Duke’s electricity. Only four states 
disallow such third-party sales, including 
North Carolina, where customers are still 
limited to buying power from their monopoly 
utility. For most, that’s Duke Energy.

There is a profound irony in Duke’s 
vigorous opposition to the Energy Freedom 
Act: Because the monopoly’s customers are 
increasingly choosing rooftop solar, Duke 
indicates it will try to force other captive cus-
tomers to pay more for dirty power plants. 
Then, from the other side of its corporate 
mouth, Duke is trying to block the very 
avenue for those other customers to go solar.

In other words, even if Duke were cor-
rect about solar harming low-income North 
Carolinians, the Energy Freedom Act solves 
that issue for many of them by eliminating 
the up-front cost of rooftop solar, allowing 
low and fixed income folks to reap the ben-
efits of lower cost electricity.

Every rate hike hurts real people who 
cannot continue bearing the ever-increasing 
electric bills resulting from Duke’s “build 
plants, raise rates” business model.

Solar power is already bringing many 
thousands of jobs to this state. We’re calling 
on Duke Energy to help ensure that those 
economic benefits are shared among tradi-
tionally disadvantaged communities.

Increasingly, North Carolinians are 
coming together across traditional divisions, 
and we will not be divided on this issue that 
is profoundly important for so many eco-
nomic and environmental justice reasons.

We call on Duke Energy to join those 
taking the lead toward a clean energy econ-
omy for North Carolina.

The Rev. Nelson Johnson is Pastor, Faith 
Community Church, Greensboro. Jim Warren is 

Executive Director, NC WARN, Durham

nC warn urges CCl readers to tell 
legislators – and friends across 
north Carolina – to champion house 
bill 245, the energy Freedom act. 

take action: ncwarn.org/hb245
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Twilight Zone, 2015
by Don Lein

Fifty one years after Rod Serling had his swan 
song on the Twilight Zone TV program, we 
have politicians and an unquestioning media 
creating an alternate reality, but instead of it 
being a TV program that you finish watching, 
this unreality refuses to go away.

We had an unfortunately familiar scene 
unfold in Ferguson, MO, last summer in 
which a black robbery suspect, resisted arrest, 
attacked a police officer and was shot dead. 
Those were the facts that the grand jury found, 
which was corroborated by a subsequent 
Department of Justice investigation. Instead 
the twilight zone reporters invented the chant 
of “Hands up; don’t shoot,” which made its 
way even to the Halls of Congress. The idea 
that this was completely unsupported by the 
facts did not dissuade its use throughout the 
country to depict a scene that did not happen.

One would think that an incident such as 
this would lead to a serious discussion of the 

causes of black pathology, with constructive 
programs to deal with this serious issue. How-
ever, we have professional agitators and “race 
hustlers” whose pockets would be less full 
if we took this rational approach. Therefore 
we scapegoat police departments instead of 
dealing with the root causes of this pathology. 
Statistics show that the problem is not that 
blacks go to prison more often – the root cause 
is that blacks commit more crime. When are 
we going to deal with that serious issue and 
provide opportunities for teenaged black men 
to escape the fate that awaits far too many?

There have been some efforts along this 
line, however a number went too far and 
became racially paternalistic. As Justice 
Thomas opined “racial paternalism and its 
unintended consequences can be as poisonous 
and pernicious as any other form of discrimi-
nation”. Thomas also has problems with the 
concept of diversity as espoused by many left-
ists in that they assume blacks cannot learn/

achieve by themselves stating “Under this 
theory, segregation injures blacks because 
blacks when left on their own cannot achieve.” 
He further notes that Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and Thurgood Marshall were educated 
at black schools. He does state that “racial 
discrimination is never benign… . There can 
be no doubt that (black set asides) injure white 
and Asian students who are denied admission 
because of their race.”

The twilight zone also has its alternate 
reality, which is where President Obama 
must have been when he justified his actions 
in trading five Taliban terrorists for Sgt. 
Bowe Bergdahl to reporters. He stated “This 
(exchange of prisoners) is what happens at the 
end of wars. That was true for George Wash-
ington. That was true for Abraham Lincoln. 
That was true for FDR.” In the real world, 
George Washington did not become President 
until six years after the Revolutionary War 
ended and there were no prisoners left. As 

we all know neither Lincoln nor Roosevelt 
survived their respective wars.

Not to be outdone we have our local 
inhabitants of the twilight zone. They banded 
together for the very legitimate purpose of 
fighting encroaching development which 
would threaten a way of life they hold dear. 
They founded themselves under specific 
provisions of the IRS code and then did pre-
cisely what the code did not allow them to do. 
For an encore they sued a party who could 
not provide the relief they sought, even in 
the unlikely event they had won the case. 
Don’t know whether to attribute this to an 
alternate reality or more to “The gang that 
couldn’t shoot straight.” Despite having seen 
this kind of behavior many times before, we 
stand amazed at the hubris of the mediocre.

Hopefully Rod Serling is smiling on the 
world he left behind.

Don Lein is a regular contributor to Chatham 
County Line. A Chatham resident, he is involved 

in a variety of civic organizations.

When tax cuts lead to bigger tax bills
by Julian Sereno

A few weeks ago the Republican rulers of 
North Carolina were congratulating them-
selves, cackling because North Carolina was 
ranked fourth in economic competitiveness 
by the American Legislative Exchange Coun-
cil, (ALEC). “We are proud of our recent tax 
reform efforts that impact all North Caro-
linians and lower the tax burden hundreds 
of millions of dollars,” said state Rep. Jason 
Saine, in ALEC’s news release, according to 
Rob Christiansen in the News and Observer 
of April 11.

At that very same time, a hue and cry 
went up among many North Carolinians 
who found that they were paying consider-
ably more state income tax than they ever had 
before. I number among that group. My state 
tax bill this year was higher by one-third than 
a year ago. A poll found 60 percent of North 
Carolina taxpayers paid more state income 
tax than last year.

What’s going on? The Republicans ran on 

a platform of cutting taxes but everybody’s 
income taxes went up. Are our elected Repub-
licans just a bunch of cynical liars or are they 
really that dumb? An argument can be made 
for either case.

Concerning the former, politicians of 
all parties, no matter how miserably they 
fail, will tout whatever happens as a stun-
ning success. Listen to the Republican brain 
trust that planned the Iraq invasion. They still 
say they were right about everything, that it 
is all Obama’s fault, and all have moved on 
unscathed.

Concerning the latter, Republicans did 
slash school budgets when they first came 
into office. Maybe that it was payback for 
frustrating, unsuccessful years as students. 
That would also explain the Republicans pack-
ing the University of North Carolina Board 
of Governors — to make sure UNC doesn’t 
discriminate in its admissions against dumb 
kids.

Our own Republican representatives have 
the gaul to say that people who complain about 

a higher tax bill don’t really see the big pic-
ture, that their taxes really went down even 
if their tax bills went up.

Huh?
While taxes have gone up for most North 

Carolina tax payers, taxes have gone down 
on the super rich. That is how ALEC writes 
its “tax cutting” laws, and ALEC has bought 
and paid for all of our Republican elected offi-
cials. Once they are in office, all they have 
to do is enact all the laws that ALEC writes. 
They even supply their politicians with well-
reasoned whoppers about how raising your 
taxes is really a tax cut.

Enacting ALEC laws helps states like 
North Carolina subsidize the super rich at 
the expense of public school teachers, many of 
whom fled to other states — until our Solons 
faced reelection and belatedly tried to stanch 
the flow. It’s also why poor people have been 
kicked to the curb. It’s why bridges and high-
ways are crumbling and not rebuilt.

The other part of the ALEC package 
is social conservatism. Gun ownership is 

encouraged. Gay marriage is denounced. Sex 
education is suppressed and sex ignorance 
promoted. Abortion is denied whenever pos-
sible. But that doesn’t mean any help for the 
fetuses after they come to term or their fami-
lies, no matter how dire the need.

Our Republican politicians have been 
unsuccessful at stopping social movements of 
which they disapprove. They amend the state 
constitution to ban gay marriage only to have 
it overturned in federal court. It helps explain 
why North Carolina hasn’t landed any big car 
companies. Why would a major employer with 
a diverse base of employees move to a state 
where they trashed the schools and are about 
to do the same with the universities? Where 
gay employees would face discrimination?

So lets see who is going to buy the notion 
that higher state income tax bills are a the 
result of tax cuts. To paraphrase Chico Marx, 
who are you going to believe — Republican 
politicians or your own eyes?

Julian Sereno is editor and publisher of Chatham 
County Line.

Enemies no more
by John Heuer

Wednesday, April 15, 2015; I was taking a break 
from the Alamance Peace Action protest at the 
Maple Street Post Office in Burlington, NC. 
You would think that the US Post Office would 
have the courtesy to install public restrooms 
for Tax Day protestors. Has there ever been 
a year in the life of our young republic when 
we did not have reason to protest Tax Day?

I pulled into a gas station on South Maple 
Street and was stopped in my tracks by the 
headline in the April 15 edition of USA 
Today: “Enemies no more—US shows unity 
on Iran, extends another branch to Cuba—
White House oks vote on Iran pact; Obama 
to bump Cuba from terror list;” and there 
was a photo of President Obama shaking an 
unidentified person’s hand. That unidentified 
person shaking the president’s hand was part 
of the mystery.

“Enemies No More!” What a wonderful 
concept!

USA Today columnist Mary Troyan wrote 
about a bi-partisan agreement within the 
Senate Foreign relations Committee, voting 
unanimously to allow lawmakers to vote on 

an Iranian nuclear deal. The mystery sur-
rounded the issue of which enemies were 
“enemies no more.” The Iranians are often 
portrayed in our media as enemies intent 
on acquiring nuclear weapons, despite Iran 
being signatory to the nuclear non-prolifer-
ation treaty, allowing UN weapons inspec-
tors to investigate potential weapons sites, 
and the fact that our intelligence agencies 
are unanimous in their estimate that Iran 
IS NOT working to develop nuclear weapons.

But facts rarely get in the way of assertions 
by those who hunger for more war.

And what about Cuba? The US has boycot-
ted Cuban goods, refused export of US goods, 
and denied travel visas between the countries 
while committing acts of terror against the 
Cuban population and assassination attempts 
towards Cuban leaders ever since the Castro 
Revolution of 1959 deposed Dictator Fulgen-
cio Batista. President Obama proposed to lift 
“State Sponsors of Terrorism” designation 
first imposed on Cuba in 1982, the same year 
the Reagan administration lifted such des-
ignation from Saddam Hussein’s regime in 
Iraq. Some may remember the famous photo of 
Donald Rumsfeld shaking hands with Saddam 

Hussein in gratitude for Iraq committing acts 
of terrorism against Iran on our behalf.

This history may be confusing to some, 
especially to those inclined to believe offi-
cial pronouncements from Washington DC 
that purport that we are primarily the vic-
tims, rather than the perpetrators of state 
terrorism.

Which brings us back to the mystery of 
whose hand President Obama is shaking in 
that Tax Day front page photo in USA Today. 
Newly installed Senate leader, Republican 
Mitch McConnell from Kentucky, first 
declared his enmity for President Obama 
shortly after the 2009 inauguration of Obama 
declaring that it was the goal of Republicans 
that Obama be a one term president. Forty-
seven Republican Senators recently sent a 
letter to Iranian supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei cautioning the Ayatollah 
not to make any deals with agents of the 
Obama administration because any such 
agreements could be overturned by the next 
administration.

Senator McCain from Arizona was unsure 
whether the Iranian government leaders 
were more reliable than the US president, 

and Rafael Cruz, father to Republican can-
didate for president, Senator Ted Cruz was 
recently quoted to say that if Hillary Clinton 
was elected president in 2016 he would give up 
this country as forever lost. Some of our lead-
ers can’t seem to decide on who our enemies 
are. If that’s the case, why don’t we just say 
“We Are Enemies No More?”

Abraham Lincoln was often criticized for 
being too soft on his enemies. Lincoln had a 
rejoinder for those critics: “Do I not defeat 
my enemy when I make of him my friend?”

The hunt for enemies is what justifies 
the most criminal squandering of public 
resources in our history. The world currently 
spends about $2 Trillion per year on war and 
preparation for war, with the US responsible 
for about half that total and most weapons 
trafficking on earth. Future generations may 
look back on ours and wonder if the voices of 
sanity ever had a chance in this sea of aca-
demic brilliance and moral illiteracy.

John Heuer is a regular contributor to Chatham 
County Line. A Pittsboro resident, he is active in 

Veterans for Peace.

To the Editor: Why good legislation will not prevail
The NC House of Representatives must disposi-
tion pending bills by the end of April for the 
bills to be eligible to be sent to the Senate for 
them to take appropriate action. Just a few of 
these pending bills are:
n Healthy Schools Bill would ensure that 
students are served healthier. Why would 
anyone have a problem with feeding children 
healthier food?
n Raise Minimum Wage Bill would raise the 
minimum wage to $10.10 an hour and index it 
for inflation. This would reduce dependency 

on public assistance (food stamps, Medicaid). 
Why would anyone not want employers to pick 
up this obligation, not the general public, and 
have more disposable income to stimulate the 
economy?
n The Gun Safety Bill would require universal 
background checks, ban high capacity maga-
zines, require safer storage, and other sensible 
gun safety measures similar to those enacted 
in other states after the 2013 Sandy Hook trag-
edy. It would also add a new procedure for over-
seeing police misconduct to cover situations 

such as Ferguson. Why would any rational law 
abiding citizen object to this bill?
n Coal Ash Management Act Bill would 
ensure that ratepayers are not charged for 
the expenses associated with cleaning up the 
more than 150 million tons of coal ash in our 
state. It would also strengthen water quality 
protections and otherwise tighten up public 
health protections in our current coal ash 
laws. Why would anyone be against having 
the polluter that knowingly broke the law not 
pay for the cleanup?

n Compulsory Pooling Bill would protect pri-
vate property rights by prohibiting a fracking 
operator from forcing landowners to partici-
pate in drilling for shale gas on their property 
against their will. Would anyone want their 
property forcibly be destroyed?

Why will good legislation not prevail? Bad 
politics!

— Charles Ritter, Cary

send your letters or columns to editor@chathamcountyline.org • www.ChathamCountyLine.org



bILINGUAL NEWs ~ NOTICIAs bILINGÜEsChatham Comunidad

•  Live Music Tuesday – Saturday

•  Open Mic & Karaoke on Wednesdays

•  Free Wifi; Specialty Coffees — great for students, book clubs

•  Meeting Space and Catering Available

•  Local, Handmade Arts & Crafts

39 West Street, Pittsboro • 919.542.2432
Conveniently located 10 minutes from Chapel Hill

www.pittsbororoadhouse.com

TUESDAYS
1/2 PRICE WINE BOTTLE

WEDNESDAYS
KIDS EAT FREE

THURSDAYS
$4 PINTS

MONDAYS
$6 MARGARITAS

BIG TIME PARTY BAND
MAY 29 Serving Fresh, Local Fare  

in the Heart of Historic  
Downtown Pittsboro 

PITTSBORO ROADHOUSE 
MAY MUSIC 
See website for full details.
 5/4: NC Revelers Orchestra

 5/5: City Folk

 5/6: Performance and Open Mic

 5/7: Harvey Dalton Arnold Band 

 5/6: Steve Hartsoe

 5/8:  The Swang Brothers

 5/9: Rootzie

 5/11:  Mr. Wonderful: A celebration of 
Dean Martin’s music

 5/12: High Clouds

 5/13: Performance and Open Mic

 5/14: String Peddlers

 5/15: Larry Hutcherson

 5/16: The Local Vocal Band

 5/18: Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre

 5/19: YOU

5/20: Performance and Open Mic

 5/21: Redleg Husky

 5/22:  Faith Bardill  
and the Back Row Saints

 5/23: Last Tuesday

 5/26: Brien Barbour

 5/27: Performance and Open Mic

 5/28: No Worries

 5/29: Big Time Party Band

 5/30: Byron Paul Band

 6/1: NC Revelers Orchestra

PLAY POKER!
Sat: 1 pm & 3 pm
Wed: 7 pm

Free! See website for details.

YUM! FRIED OYSTER SALAD

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 10

10:30 am–3:00 pm 

• live acoustic music 
starting at noon by 
Gregory Blaine 
(blues, reggae, soul and classics)

• serving mimosas 
(from noon until 3 pm)

camino al futuro — próxima parada: México
por Luis Melodelgado

La oficina de Jon Spoon en la escuela superior 
CCCC se siente muy pequeña; un par de pasos lo 
ponen a uno en la mitad del lugar. Sin embargo, 
una vez allí, su entusiasmo deshace el encierro 
y permite respirar el aire del nuevo Condado 
de Chatham -lo cual es su pasión y su empeño.

En octubre del 2014 Jon tomó posesión como 
coordinador del Programa de Pequeñas Empre-
sas de la CCCC. Como parte de su misión Jon 
quiere fortalecer nuestra comunidad desde la 
base. Todos podemos contribuir, de tener usted 
tiempo a él le gustaría escuchar sus ideas.

Su voz suena con una cadencia que recu-
erda la encantadora sinuosidad de nuestro 
sureño piedemonte. Es agradable escucharlo 
describir su infancia en el bosque, crecer y 
madurar, sus objetivos y razones.

Jon atendió la secundaria Norwood, en 
Pittsboro. Cursó estudios de pregrado en 
Asheville, y pasó a recibirse de abogado en la 
universidad NC Central. Con su título profe-
sional viajó a Washington DC para trabajar 
con una compañía de software. En Washington 
aprendió dos cosas sobre él: una, que quería 

usar sus estudios para ayudar a la comu-
nidad; la otra, de cambiar el mundo, él dice: 
“¿porqué no comenzar en la comunidad que 
mejor conozco?” Al regresar al Sur su universo 
pudo haber reducido, pero su vida creció expo-
nencialmente; al fin y al cabo la familia de su 
madre lleva siglos viviendo aquí.

“Creo que algo bueno de haber atendido 
Norwood es que éramos 20% afroamericanos, 
20-25% hispanos, y el resto caucásicos. Apre-
nder a coexistir era necesario” -comenta Jon; 
“el hecho generó cierto nivel de entendimiento 
cultural, que ahora considero indispensable 
para evolucionar, para progresar, y para lograr 
la cohesión en nuestro condado”.

A Jon le agrada ver a nuestros jóvenes 
crecer con “un interesante perfil”.

Por ejemplo, muchos chicos, y no solo los 
de ascendencia latina aprenden desde ya a 
ser bilingües, en espacios multiculturales. 
Siempre perspicaz, Jon sabe que los esfuer-
zos escolares por educar equitativamente no 
pueden ir más allá del desarrollo intelectual 
de la muchachada.

“Soy testigo del proceso de migración y de 
desarrollo de Siler City, y también del cierre 

de sus industrias. Sé del impacto que aquello 
causó en la comunidad” -recuenta Jon; “el 
colapso industrial se llevó consigo los trabajos 
que habían atraído a los migrantes”. Algunos 
de ellos se fueron, “pero muchos decidieron 
quedarse, aún sin que hubiesen los trabajos 
para mantener a sus familias”.

Los latinos, opina Jon, “viven en una espe-
cie de limbo, sintiendo que no pueden partici-
par en la vida cívica del condado por temor 
que, al participar como candidatos para un 
puesto político local, van a sufrir retaliacio-
nes de quienes detentan el poder”. Él piensa 
que es hora de dar a nuestra población latina 
la oportunidad de contribuir cívicamente al 
futuro del condado.

Hace algunos años, dice Jon, “quienes 
tenían el poder, no pensaban en forma pro-
gresiva ni tenían una mentalidad abierta”.

Jon representa la generación futura. 
“Como Coordinador de Pequeñas Empresas 
veo con claridad que debemos hacer un mejor 
esfuerzo para que nuestros servicios les sean 
disponibles a la comunidad hispana. Pero para 
poder hacerlo, primero debemos entender 
mejor la problemática”. Una libreta de apuntes 

amarilla descansa en su regazo. En ella escribe 
preguntas y nombres de personas que pudieran 
ayudarle a comprender la situación.

En el mes de mayo Jon, junto con otros nueve 
líderes locales, viajará a México gracias al Pro-
grama Iniciativa Latina; que es parte del Center 
for International Understanding de la Universi-
dad UNC. El programa busca dar la oportunidad 
a los líderes de Carolina del Norte para “desar-
rollar un entendimiento más profundo del fenó-
meno de la migración, y como resultado ejercer 
influencia en los procesos locales de integración 
de latinos a nuestras comunidades” (para escri-
bir esta nota fue consultada Lorena Paterson, 
la directora del programa Iniciativa Latina). 
Nuestros líderes tendrán una semana para 
encontrar respuesta a sus inquietudes.

Jon espera encontrar allá otras ideas, espe-
cialmente aquellas imposibles de imaginar 
aquí. También viaja para degustar la comida 
mexicana. Su propia broma lo hace sonreír.

Jon piensa que México, “atraviesa un 
período crítico”. Una nación luchando por 
encontrar su camino fuera de la confusión; 
casualmente, así es como Jon describe nuestro 
condado: un condado que está en proceso de 
reinvención, y por donde tampoco escampa.

“Siempre pensé que mientras Raleigh, 
Durham y Chapel Hill crecerían en enorme com-
plejidad, el condado de Chatham hubiese podido 
cultivar las artes, y también ser una despensa 
agraria. Ahora estamos todos en suspenso espe-
rando ver los cambios que se avecinan. Este es el 
momento de guiar, para asegurar que el condado 
conserve una imagen con la cual todos estemos 
contentos. Esta es la hora de poner a funcionar 
nuestros programas”.

No teman, Jon no vino a reinventar la 
rueda.

“Este es un proceso continuo por descu-
brir aquello que debemos preservar de las 
generaciones anteriores, y de complementar 
lo que haga falta, y de descartar lo obsoleto 
para beneficio de las generaciones futuras”.

Luis Melodelg ado vive y trabaja en Pittsboro, está 
interesado en la educación infantil y el activismo 

comunitario.

Residential • Commercial
 LoCaL RefeRenCes

Robert sprenger | 919.444.1533 
www.fixyourdoors.com

ExpErt, FriEndly  
door rEpair

Door Repairs • Weatherproofing
Door adjustments • Replacements

Garage Doors • Lock changes

•  Specializing in 
aff ordable small jobs

•  Driveway construction 
and grading

•  Lot clearing, site 
preparation, backfi lling, 
french drains, ditching, 
rough landscaping

COLLINS
MOUNTAIN
GRADING

Mike Resnik • 919.929.3324
www.collinsmountaingrading.com

B E N E F I T
B I NGOOO

NEXT BINGO
May 7, 21, June 4

(1st, 3rd, & 5th Thursdays each month)

Silk Hope Community Center

Food • Drinks • Desserts

 DOORS OPEN: 5:30 PM
 EARLY GAME: 6:30 PM
 REGULAR GAME: 7:15 PM

4221 Silk Hope Road, Siler City
www.silkhopenc.org • 919.663.0331

The Silk Hope Ruritan Club will donate funds from 
BENEFIT BINGO to local schools, scholarships, teacher supplies, 

and aiding and improving the community.

Total Prize 
Money Over 

$1,100!

S I L K  H O P E


